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ROCKY JOURNEYS, WETA

" KIA ORA TAMARIK PICTURE BOOK. " iri®
Get ready to dive into some BOOKHUB AWARD K0, AND CLASSROOM

CREATURES
’ ) A GUIDE TO ROCKS
amazing stories! The pages ahead el
feature the 30 finalists for the 2026 e R O )
New Zealand Book Awards for
Ch I Id re n a n d YO u n g Ad u ItS - TRANSLATED BY NGAIRO ERUERA
C reated by ta | e n ted N eW Zea I a n d \ .IZ\U::LSIZEBf?JiI(IJE‘[\)TI]aI;:?)[:ll:sbetween an old wéta searching

fora new home and a youngster defending their favourite

humorous tale opens up space to begin conversations about emotional
health, and shows that it can be empowering to share vulnerabilities.

KORO WETA
BY HEATHER HAYLOCK, ILLUSTRATED BY SARAH TROLLE,

pair of gumboots. This charmingly illustrated bilingual

authors and illustrators, these oyt
incredible books are guaranteed W& - A
to spark your imagination and
< expand your knowledge. Track them
@ - down at your school, library, or o
favourite bookshop, and let your PREKO WHOHEKQ?

e PUBLISHED BY PICTURE PUFFIN, PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE

L] L]
- <@
read I ng adve ntu re beg I n ! ~ B «* What do you call a puikeko solving a mystery? Clue-keko! So
4‘ o = begins Detective Pukeko's investigation to find out who spilled
atin of paint. Playful illustrations and tongue-twisting wordplay

draw the reader into the search. Tamariki will love this interactive

TO FIND OUT MORE, GO TO S book that is pure fun, and perfédtoreadaloud.
WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ

LEFT TO NOWHERE

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY IAN CHAPMAN
PUBLISHED BY ONE TREE HOUSE

The citizens of Nowhere in Particular have two hobbies: watching television
and popping every one of the thousands of balloons that fill their skies. What
they don't realise is that their actions have consequences. The skilfully layered
narrative is accompanied by striking illustrations to create a thought-provoking
book that highlights the importance of cherishing what we have.

THE ONLY DINOSAUR IN SCHOOL

AND FOLLOW US ON 00
T R TEAT E gyaw, T

|NSTAGRAM/TI KTOK NZCYA_AWARDS : & 00 Theo, a dinosaur born to human parents, is worried about fitting in on

his first day of school. Dressed in a human disguise sewn by his mother,

BLUESKY: NZCYABOOKAWARDS = —
X: NZCYA Rshadie

C he struggles to remain in character. Warm and whimsical illustrations

i accompany this heartwarming and imaginative story of inclusivity, which
‘ anyone who has ever felt different will relate to.
e



DETECTIVE STANLEY AND THE MYSTERY AT THE MUSEUM

BY HANNAH TUNNICLIFFE, ILLUSTRATED BY ERICA HARRISON

PUBLISHED BY FLYING EYE BOOKS

Recently retired Detective Stanley is asked to help solve one final case. With a clever plot,

detailed illustrations, and humorous wordplay, this art-themed graphic novel mystery will

appeal to emerging and reluctant readers. A case file provides a chance to learn more about F I C T I 0 N
the art featured in the crime solving romp.

DREAMSLINGER S AWARD
BY GRACI KIM WHEELERS BOOK A

PUBLISHED BY PENGUIN, PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE

Dreamslingers are viewed with suspicion, and hated by HIVA & HEARTBEATS
many - and Aria Loveridge is a carrier of the dreamslinger BY SELINA ALESANA ALEFOSIO
genetic mutation. Aria lives at the Resthaven Academy, PUBLISHED BY MILA'S BOOKS

where students learn to curb their abilities, until a surprising
opportunity leads her to the Royal trials. There she uncovers
hidden truths and family secrets in this well-formed fantasy

Epi is a Tokelau teenager navigating the delicate balance between family
legacy and R&B slow jams. Through her diary, she shares sister-cousin secrets
and first crushes - but it is the rhythm of hiva (traditional dance) that grounds

‘ KEKENO'S R .
\g\\"\\g\é ADVENTURE that explores marginalisation, grief, and self-acceptance. her. Interweaving te Gagana Tokelau with nineties nostalgia, this is a vibrant
_ g KIMI THE KEKENO'S BIG ADVENTURE celebration of Pacific identity, and finding your own beat.
BY SHELLEY BURNE-FIELD IT'S A BIT MORE COMPLICATED THAN THAT et
PUBLISHED BY ALLEN AND UNWIN AGTEAROA NEW ZEALAND T )

Every kekeno must follow the ocean currents to the Stone Circle to find their dream, but PUBLISUED BY ALLEN AND UNWIN AGTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

when his mama is injured, Kimi's journey is delayed. As Kimi and his friend Rata make T f d h Zelle and
the journey, they discover new friends, and face many challenges together. Themes of G :lee yearsfa erda tre:(ge yhtoreF fer ar’JartB e
\. friendship, kindness, and finding your path are woven into this exciting adventure. allum are forced to face the griet they've been running
. from. Set against a rugged Central Otago backdrop,
SHELLEY BURNE-FELD this debut novel follows two prickly, messy characters h;;;; =
struggling with alcohol use, guilt, and shattered futures. e

THE TERRIBLE TRIO 1: THE (NOT $0) SUPERHEROES
BY SWAPNA HADDOW, ILLUSTRATED BY MINKY STAPLETON
PUBLISHED BY SCHOLASTIC NEW ZEALAND

be
fixedy

: — A deeply human examination of the complicated
BRIAN FALKNER journey toward forgiveness.

HANN
A
~ H M/U?sHALL

When the Ministry of Superpowers invites every animal in the world .

to receive a superpower, Zeb the Zebra, Margarine the Penguin and SPIDER GAMES: IN THE CITY OF SPIES

Barry the Lemur find themselves at the end of a VERY long line. P BY BRIAN FALKNER

A hilarious romp, full of wordplay and expressive comicillustrations > PUBLISHED BY BATEMAN BOOKS

that will have young readers keen to read the entire series. It's December 1999, and fifteen-year-old Nick is in Berlin to help his

3 7 '“Es grandfather. But when Grandpa Joe vanishes, Nick is thrust into a world
g . of intrigue and ex-Stasi shadows. A neurodivergent hero discovers his

VIOLET AND THE VELVETS . B“‘ own hidden strengths in this suspenseful, high-octane spy thriller where
THE CASE OF THE ANGRY GHOST \N THE CITY OF SPIES survival means mastering the game.
BY RACHAEL KING

THE LOST SAINT

BY RACHAEL CRAW

PUBLISHED BY ALLEN AND UNWIN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND
Asummer trip in Germany turns treacherous when a solstice
meteor thrusts Ana back to the 14th century. Caught between
warring Northmen and suspicious saints, Ana must navigate a
brutal medieval landscape where no character is safe. A cinematic
and evocative time-shift journey that masterfully explores sacrifice,
identity, and the weight of being out of time.

PUBLISHED BY ALLEN AND UNWIN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND
Violetand her band are off to the regional heats of BandChamps -
but there are ghostly goings-on from the outset, and it is up to the
: band to find out what is going on. A mystery set to the backdrop of

RACHAEL KNG an exciting school musical competition, this is a well-paced story P
bt i s with loveable characters. ’

Ht’\'\ . AN ART CRIME SOLYING ot
B DREAV-FUELLED FANTASY,

BRI, 4 SEA ADVENTURE o o5

LTSI SUPERAERORS, AND 4 oo

o BAND WITH A MYSTERY

THE RETREAT

BY HELEN VIVIENNE FLETCHER
PUBLISHED BY HVF PUBLISHING
Seeking refuge from grief, Finn's father moves them to The Retreat, a ‘safe
haven' where protection feels increasingly like a prison. To save Aria, a girl
trapped by the cult's suffocating rules, Finn must navigate a world of hidden
teher dangers and visceral trauma. This tense, unsettling thriller powerfully explores
the fine line between safety and control.

enne Fle
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ELSIE LOCKE AWARD

HOOKED: LEARNING TO FISH
BY AL BROWN, ILLUSTRATED BY HOPE McCONNELL
PUBLISHED BY ALLEN AND UNWIN AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

A quirky, colourful and wide-ranging guide for young fishers in Aotearoa S U og
New Zealand, in which Al Brown ties together childhood stories, kit lists, oy
how to's, and recipes. Each page is vividly illustrated, and through the

easy-to-read, engaging text readers will gain an understanding of the

importance of sustainability and connections to place.

OMNIBIRD: AN AVIAN INVESTIGATOR'S HANDBOOK
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY GISELLE CLARKSON
PUBLISHED BY GECKO PRESS, LERNER PUBLISHING GROUP

Part guide, part comic, part ode to the glory of birds, this beautiful large format book
is filled to the brim with observations about avian life. Readers are invited to explore
and enjoy birds in a fun manner that is part science and part laugh out loud absurdity.
Omnibird is detailed with facts, doodles and breathtaking watercolour bird portraits.

‘_ L

Ve @ )P SURVIVE AOTEAROA
’& g BY BRONWEN WALL AND JONATHAN KENNETT, ILLUSTRATED BY KIMBERLY ANDREWS

PUBLISHED BY KENNETT BROTHERS

OfmoA __' Bronwen Wall and Jonathan Kennett have deftly researched survival stories from all
corners of wild Aotearoa, and packaged them up into a detailed collection of thrilling
true tales. Survive Aotearoa will give curious teen readers an insight into the tenacity and
resilience of New Zealanders through history who have survived dangerous situations.

pRORWENWALL

TANIWHA
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY GAVIN BISHOP
PUBLISHED BY PENGUIN, PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE NEW ZEALAND

The secretive worlds of taniwha are revealed in a super-sized book that is quintessentially
Gavin Bishop, holding works of art on each page. Words wrap around the illustrations and
introduce young readers to folkloric stories of mythical creatures we hold dear, and tales
that reflect how our landscape and values were shaped.

N

WHENUA: MAORI PURAKAU OF AOTEAROA
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY ISOBEL JOY TE AHO-WHITE
PUBLISHED BY LITTLE MOA, HACHETTE AQTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

In eleven parakau, Whenua tells the stories of how Aotearoa came to be and how its
geography was formed. On each page Isobel Joy Te Aho-White gently weaves tales and
detailed illustrations of explorers, curious children and mystical creatures to create a
delightfully calm and grounded book about the land we live on.

€ 7 TANIWHA

AT HOME ON THE FARM
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY NED BARRAUD
PUBLISHED BY SCHOLASTIC NEW ZEALAND

Well-loved author and illustrator Ned Barraud presents a stunning take on farm
life in Aotearoa, with every single page full of details that give readers of all ages
much to look at. As drought hits the land, Ned's illustrations have an evocative
New Zealand gothic feel to them, reflective of the challenges of rural life.

?

FOLK REMEDY 1: THE HIDDEN WORLD OF THE YOKAI f- LK :

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY JEM YOSHIOKA
PUBLISHED BY ANDREWS McMEEL

In this delightful graphic novel based on Japanese folklore, readers follow Maple
on her travels through a world filled with strange characters, both human and
yokai. Jem Yoshioka's dynamic illustrations and the way the characters interact
on the page give a sense of movement throughout the book, and the careful
selection of colours adds to the mysterious atmosphere.

800K

REMED

KUPE AND THE GREAT OCTOPUS OF MUTURANGI 4 ‘
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY MAT TAIT
PUBLISHED BY ALLEN AND UNWIN AGTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

Afresh, vivid depiction of the journey of Kupe and his crew as they navigate the
ocean in pursuit of Muturangi's giant octopus. Mat Tait's use of bold colours and
combinations of patterns and figurative drawing bring the tale to life, while also
paying homage to designs used in books of Maori legends from decades ago.

AT THIT

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY GAVIN BISHOP

PUBLISHED BY PENGUIN, PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE NEW ZEALAND

In Gavin Bishop's oversize, beautifully designed book about
taniwha, every detail feels intentional, from the range of styles
to the composition of each page and the flow of text. Careful
choices in colour palette and design give fresh life to familiar
stories, bringing these mythical creatures into the present, and
reminding us that Maori culture is alive and evolving.

WHENUA: MAORI PURAKAU OF AOTEAROA

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY ISOBEL JOY TE AHO-WHITE

PUBLISHED BY LITTLE MOA, HACHETTE AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

Whenua lovingly shares a range of pirakau, beginning at the bottom of our
country and moving north. Details in Isobel Joy Te Aho-White's illustrations
relate beautifully to the stories being told, helping to draw readers in, and a
map makes it easy to locate where local tales are set.

FARM UFE CHEEKY YOKAI,
A GIANT 0CTOPUS,

> MYTHICAL CREATURES, AND
FASCINATING PURAKAU



ROCK WISDOML A Jou - YOKAI ADVENTURES
OF DISCOVERY WAL [ SLOW JAMS, HUNTING
OF MATARI, bR I\ FOR COCONUTS, MEETING
WOMANHO0D, AND 4 % ANCESTORS, AND
TINE TRAVEL Tyo1 DISCOVERING LOST WORDS

 QRIGINALLY WRITTEN IN TE REO MAORI ey FOLK REMEDY 1 N :
s A K”Y THE HIDDEN WORLD OF THE YOKA
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY JEM YOSHIOKA

PUBLISHED BY ANDREWS MCMEEL
Adynamic graphic novel about Maple, an apprentice apothecary in
1920s Japan. Maple wants to distance herself from her stuffy family
history and superstitions, but in trying to do this, unwittingly finds
herself on an adventure with a yokai. Jem Yoshioka excels at capturing
the movement and energy of her characters, and drawing readers into
Maple's mysterious world.

HIVA & HEARTBEATS
BY SELINA ALESANA ALEFOSIO
PUBLISHED BY MILA'S BOOKS
Epi, a Tokelau girl living in suburban 1990s New Zealand, spills the secrets
of herfirst crush, her heartfelt love for her family and friends, her obsessions
with Jane Austen and R&B - and her desire to be a champion hiva dancer. An
accessible diary format novel that expertly captures the teen voice.

HUNT FOR NIU TUPU

BY INANGARO VAKAAFI, ILLUSTRATED BY MAKA MAKATOA
PUBLISHED BY MILA'S BOOKS

Hunt for Niu Tupu tells the story of a child looking for the right coconut
with their grandfather. Readers are taken along on the hunt, leaming
about coconuts, meeting people going about their lives, and becoming
immersed in the setting. A quiet story with a lot of heart that illustrates the
importance of intergenerational family connections.

TE ONEHAUMAKO

BY ZEB TAMIHANA NICKLIN

PUBLISHED BY HUIA PUBLISHERS

Tawa, a teenage boy, travels through time, meeting his ancestors and
learning about practices and connections that impact on his world today.
Written in te reo Maori, the assured storytelling evident in this imaginative
young adult adventure novella will hold readers' interest throughout the
many twists and turns of the exciting plot.

THE LOST WORDS
BY KIMBERLEY KEARNEY, ILLUSTRATED BY TAYLOR TEREWAI TIAVE
PUBLISHED BY LITTLE MOA, HACHETTE AQTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

Ayoung girl tells the story of her mother’s quest to find and collect forgotten
words of te reo Maori, gathering them safely in a kete so they are never lost again.
Readers are taken on the journey too, and encouraged to hunt for words which are
cleverly integrated into the text and illustrations.




MAT TAIT

BRINGS CLASSIC MAORI

STORIES TO A NEW GENERATION

MAT THIT
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L Because our girls deserve to see
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KIA ORA TO OUR SPONSORS!

The New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults wouldn't
exist without the incredible support of our whanau of funders and partners:
Creative New Zealand, HELL Pizza, Wright Family Foundation, LIANZA,
BookHub, Wellington City Council and Libraries,

Wheelers Books, New Zealand Society of Authors,
the National Library, and NielsenlQ BookData.

Aty Absolutely Positively
R Creativepy o 9 “ E ,. l Wellington City Council
ARTS COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND TOI AOTEAROA THE MEW ZEALANG Me Heke Ki Poneke
SOCIETY OF 2
, Wheelers AUTHORS Te Puna Matauranga o Aotearoa
......................... R NZNATIONAL LIBRARY
s VOF NEW ZEALAND
NielsenlQ BookData
Te Rau Herenga O Aotearoa
#m Book




KIA ORA KIDS! B

THE HELL READING S
CHALLENGE IS BACK

FOR 2026! reap 7Bo0ks

AND GET A FREE 333 KIDS PIZZA




